
Key term Definition

1 Data Information that has no 

context 

2 Hardware The physical parts of a 

computer system

3 Software Programs that run on a 

computer

4 Memory There are two main  

types RAM and ROM

5 CPU (Central 

Processing 

Unit)

The ‘brain’ of the 

computer that 

processes information

6 Motherboard The main circuit board 

of your computer  that 

everything else plugs 

into

7 Output 

device

A piece of hardware 

that returns processed 

data 

8 Input device A piece of hardware 

that sends information 

to a computer 

9 Operating 

system

Is the software that 

manages all of the 

hardware and software 

on a computer

10 Execute To run a computer 

program

Input – data is entered into the computer. It is 

then converted into binary data so that the 
computer can process it
Process – the input data is changed into 
something else by the computer.
Output – once the computer has processed

the data, it will return the result back to the 
user. E.g. text on a screen

We're flooding people with 
information. We need to 

feed it through a 
processor. A human must 

turn information into 
intelligence or knowledge. 

Grace Hopper

Fetch

Execute

Decode

The control unit moves

the instruction from 

memory to registers

The control unit decodes the 

instruction to find out exactly 

what it needs to do
The instruction is 

carried out e.g. a 

calculation is 

performed 

Computer Components

Motherboard

Hard Disk Drive

CPU (Central
Processing Unit)
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PSU        
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(Power Supply Unit)
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(Random Access Memory)
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What is a computer? 

`
A computer would 

deserve to be called 
intelligent if it could 

deceive a human into 
believing that it was 

human.
Alan Turing


